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BIO:
 I am currently a graduate student at The University of Southern California School of Architecture. I completed 
my undergraduate study in architecture at The University of Nevada, Las Vegas in May 2015. Architecture is a 
passion and hobby that lives with me. I have always been motivated to learn new things and increase my knowledge 
in the profession of architecture.III 

The blackbird whirled in the autumn winds. 
It was a small part of the pantomime. 
-Wallace Stevens 

III 
The garden armature path winds its way to the heart. 

Its path flows through the bamboo and steel veins  
-Hieu Huynh 

 

 

Caption: The garden armature path winds down the spine of the Dos Lagos Heart & PA ribbed in by renewable bamboo, steel and 
light textured concrete. 
 
Reference: “instead of bones the model seems to be the web of nerve fibers in the spine or brain...” 
Harbison, Robert. Thirteen Ways: Theoretical Investigations in Architecture, The Body, The MIT Press, Boston 1998 (Page 48). 
 
Works Cited:  
Architecture: The AIA Journal. “Heart, Dos Lagos,” Periodical Title. Vol. February, 2006, p. #27  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dos Lagos & Public areas        Corona, Ca                   Ali Sahabi/Nardi Associates LLP 
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VII 
O thin men of Haddam, 
Why do you not see how the blackbird 
Walks around the feet 
Of the women about you? 
-Wallace Stevens 

VII 
O citizens of Foligno, 

Why do you not see the Parish Center 
Erected tall and strong 

Of the land around you call your own? 
-Hieu Huynh 

 

 

Caption: The thick walls of the Foligno Parish Complex protect the people from the politics of the world, yet leaving the roof exposed 
only to the heavens above. 
 
Reference: “The monument stands in an empty plain, and behind it, cutting us off from the city and the past, the wall of the museum 
forms a barricade and we cannot see through...” 
Harbison, Robert. Thirteen Ways: Theoretical Investigations in Architecture, Politics, The MIT Press, Boston 1998 (Page 125). 
 
Works Cited:  
Architecture and Urbanism. “Foligno Parish Complex,” Vol.#495 January 2012, p. #76-83 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Foligno Parish Complex                                                   Foligno, Italy                                                      Massimiliano Fuksas  
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II 
I was of three minds, 
Like a tree 
In which there are three blackbirds. 
-Wallace Stevens 

II 
I was of astonishment 

Like a modern harvester 
In which there are olives waiting to be processed.  

-Hieu Huynh 

 

 

 

 

Caption: Through function and simplicity, the conveyers feed the olives to its destination while keeping its modern form as a 
machine. 
Reference: “Its utopian, not in its goal but in its elaboration of a simple task: the sort of dense mechanism appropriaye to the inside 
of a clock ...” 
Harbison, Robert. Thirteen Ways: Theoretical Investigations in Architecture  The MIT Press, Boston 1998 (Page 26). 
 
Works Cited:  
Bauwelt. “Aus Portugal und London,” Periodical Title. Vol. 34.11, 2011, p. #20  
 
 
 
Marmelo Mill         Ferreira do Alentejo, Portugal                   Ricardo Bak Gordon 
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I  
Among twenty snowy mountains,  
The only moving thing  
Was the eye of the blackbird.  
-Wallace Stevens 

I 
Gazing across the Seto Inland Sea, 

Lies the most powerful sight 
Of the battle ready Toyo Ito Architecture Museum. 

-Hieu Huynh 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Caption: There is no such thing as what the building would have been if it didn’t need to be a building; the Toyo Ito Architecture 
Museum would seem as if on a ship. 
 
Reference: “...[Le Corbusier] With Corb, “there is no such thing as what the building would have been if it didn’t need to be a building.” 
Nowak, Glen. AAD180 Fundamentals of Design Week 2 - Sculpture,(Slide 12). 
 
Works Cited:  
Bauwelt. “Thema In kleinem Rahmen,” Periodical Title. Vol. #, 2011, p. #47  
Architects, A1. "Toyo Ito’s Museum of Architecture." KNSTRCT. 1 Nov. 2011. 
         <http://knstrct.com/2011/11/01/toyo-itos-museum-of-architecture/>. 
 
 
Toyo Ito Architecture Museum                          Omishima, Japan                     Toyo Ito /Toyo Ito & Associates, Architects 
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Precedent Sketches



Osseous Terrain must be an educator itself by demonstrating alternatives to sustainable strategies, alternative design, and technology. The 
future of the Center for Advanced Environmental Study on Santa Catalina Island needs to have a strong connection between the inhabitants 
and the surrounding context views. It is to help the two engage each other physically so that both may benefit from one another and to be 
proformative and inspirational. It must celebrate the island context as well as the dedicated researchers who inhabit this environment. Creating a 
social hub that withdraws the stress and returns to a simple tranquility, which is the land itself. Throughout the campus, there is a water collection 
system that will collect the rain runoff of the roof and the exterior spaces into a cistern located in the main lobby of the institute. The buildings 
facade is also acts as the structure and an example of future facade systems using ETFE. The structure is inspired by the variable density of a 
bone structure and uses this effect to control the amount of direct sunlight that enters yet allowing indirect light to limit artificial lighting. Natural 
ventilation is also utilized on the upper levels with operable partitions that allow the westward wind to naturally ventilate the building.

Aerial Perspective

Osseous Terrain
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Osseous Terrain

Courtyard Entry

Vortex Lobby Second Floor Walkway





Live/Work Hybrid House

The Hybrid House Project challeneged me with a design that must focus on a specific home based on a wood working business. The 
obsticales that were faced was the location of the site, which was located on a high traffic one-way street. Another challenge faced was 
providing additional opportunites to advertise and generate income without compromising the life or neighborhoods integrity. By making the 
front facade of the house more like a storefront, the owner would be able to display their work and have the structure of the house be the 
factor that draws their attention. The facade was also kept within a limited material pallet with only three materials: wood, stone, and glass.

North Facade
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Las Vegas Arts Center

The Las Vegas Arts Center is focused on creating social spaces that draws the community together like natural biological cells. The LVAC 
is located at the southern edge of Symphany Park and walking distance from the Las Vegas Premium Outlet, Bonneville Transit Center, 
City Hall, Smith Center, Childrens Museum and the future Bullet Train Project. The exhibit space inside the center is a flexible plan for 
curators to organize according to the work being displayed. The roof deck is also an exhibition area that displays sculptures and local 
installations. The center encourages outdoor spaces and provides canopies on the roof deck, a shaded terrace on level 1 and a shaded 
double height space in the central part of the building accessed from the ground level. The center also provides a tree shaded green space 
adjacent to the building to allow visiors to view the motion happening inside and above as well a social space for the surrounding context.
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Pine Creek Trailhead at Red Rock Canyon 

Northeast Perspective

Pine Creek Trailhead is a unique project in the ways of land usage and the surrounding natural envrionment. The program consisted 
of a shaded area for visitors, viewing platform and restroom facilities. The driving concept was integrating into the surrouding fabric 
such as the desert plants that were located within the site as well as the surrounding mountains. Along with this concept, I also applied  
sustainable strategies so that the pavilian could operate off the grid and provide adequate shading for the trailhead visitors. The building 
materials consist of steel (sturcture), concrete (foundation), Luccon concrete (fiber optics within), recycled glass and perforated 
rusted metal as the shading structure. The Luccon concrete contains many fiber optic threads embedded within to allow light to pass 
through the solid concrete material which allowed the design to provide daylighting into the restrooms without using artificial lighting.



Interior Perspective

Southwest Perspective
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Physical Model

Process Work

Pine Creek Trailhead at Red Rock Canyon 

Physical Model
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A Sacred Space in Viterbo, Italy

A Scacred Place in Viterbo, Italy was an ambitious concept of creating a ecumenical sacred space and its supporting complex. The 
emphisis on “sacred” was the main focus on this project. This project consisted elements such as cost effectiveness, an envrionmentally 
compatable building, and use of local site and construction materials. The program was directed towards sacred rituals, spiritual activities, 
and community gatherings. The form of the sturctures all unify around the two main scared spaces located within the plan, where each 
pavilion creates a path the guides the visitor to the sacred spaces. At the Southern elevation view, the pavilions blends into the steep slope 
of the surrounding context and only the two sacred spaces identify themselves as devine elements. The use of light and shadow was a key 
element used in the main spaces, creating an element that would elevate a visitors eyes to a main focal point of each pavilion. The smaller 
sacred space provided a beam of light in the center of the pavilion and would create a more intimate central focus that would fit the sacle.

Large Sacred Space



Small Sacred Space

Exterior Space

A SACRED SPACE VITERBO, ITALY              Hieu Huynh AAE382 Dr. White Spring 2014
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Architecture Bookstore in Chicago, IL

The Architecture Bookstore must change 
and adapt to the future if it is to survive.  The 
concept of making a bookstore less of a retailer 
but more of an environment is crucial in this 
social media era.  By pushing and pulling mass 
to create voids and spaces, it created more 
than just a space for the   consumer but created 
a space to interact with the culture which is 
architecture. On the front façade, one can see 
through the entire building through a strip of 
glass that runs through the entire structure.  The 
strip represents a link between the past and the 
future yet finely intertwined. The building itself 
is two separate structures that cantilever from 
a single core to the North end of the building. 
Throughout the building there are designated 
spaces for special events, lectures, exhibits, 
and readings.  These areas are all on the upper 
levels with either the backdrop or the side view 
of the Chicago skyline.  The exhibit space has 
less windows to the south allowing one to focus 
more on the exhibits and not be distracted by the 
surroundings, also to lowering the southern  heat 
gains. Looking up from the basement level, the 
patron can see through to the upper levels, which 
allows the sense of life throughout the building. 



Architecture Bookstore in Chicago, IL

Basement NTSGround floor 2nd floor 3rd floor 4th floor 5th floor Roof Terrace

Section



Architecture Bookstore in Chicago, IL

Structure ModelPhysical Model
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Bike Rental at Bootleg Canyon

Bootleg Canyon has always been an escape from civilization for mountain bikers around the world. It provides complex downhill and cross-
country trails for riders of all experience levels. The feeling of different extremes throughout the trails is the same experience applied to the design. 
From narrow trails, the sense of large objects overhead, to the structure cantilevering gives a simulated sense of what a rider would experience 
out on the trails. Upon approach of the facility, the patron will spot a tower filled with suspended bikes creating a shrine for the bikes. The entry 
paths all converge into one central area, gives a grand view of the landscape.The visitors have a choice of resting in the open shaded sitting area 
or enter into the rental facility and experience the trails themselves with the bike rentals. As the riders familiarize themselves with their bike, they 
pass through the bike tower, which stores the facilities backup bikes on a suspension system. Once the riders are fitted, they are guided down 
a long narrowing ramp that leads them into the trails. As the riders exit down the ramp, they are greeted by all the surrounding black mountains. 
As the sun sets, the facility acts as a beacon to guide the riders back to the facility and glows like a gem in the rough terrain that surrounds it.

Entrance Perspective





Velodrome Structure

The Velodrome Stucture was a partner project completed in the Sturctures I course. It consist of a structure that would 
enclose a competitive cycling track and a seating area. The design consisted of a cable tension system for a cable stayed 
roof. The sides also contained backstays to help brace the structure from lateral movement and anchors it to the ground.





Moapa Paiute Net-zero Home     

The Moapa Paiute Net-Zero Home was a group project that was completed over a three week summer course called Solar Applications 
in Architecture. In designing a net-zero home, we implemented passive and active solar strategies while keeping an aesthetically pleasing 
appearance. Overall, we intended to manipulate the formal and spatial qualities of our building to adapt to both the local desert climate and 
to the needs of our clients. Our design’s form was once geometric, but it started to become angled, developing organic qualities to reflect 
the nature of the home. Approaching the house, one is welcomed by the walls pointing towards the sunspace, much like embracing arms to 
a occupants and visitors alike. The living space at the house’s center, warm and naturally lit, serves as a gathering for all manner of festivities. 
A thermal mass wall runs cuts through the building’s main axis, creating a divide between the public and the private. This allows for the 
communal activity in the living spaces while allowing for undisturbed intimacy within the back of the house. However, the form of the building 
then evokes the imagery of clasped hands, connecting the two realms at the building’s core. This imagery remains consistent with the cooling 
tower and solar chimney in the living space. They face each other, allowing for air transfer to occur between the two systems seamlessly. At 
the same time, they spatially connect both sides of the living area, and with the open nature of the space, it becomes all interconnected at 
multiple levels. Finally, we introduced a PV system atop a slightly sloped roof to take advantage of southern Nevada’s abundant solar resources.
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UNLV Solar Decathlon House Construction

The UNLV Solar Decathlon House was a unique and once in a lifetime experience that has made a big influence in my academic focus. 
During the very beginning stages of construction, I was able to help construct the project from painting the subframe at the metal shop to 
signing my name  on the same steel floor beam I painted at the start before sending the project off to California. This project let me first hand 
see how a building system is assembled and all the components needed to make it come together. Each sustainable strategy was carfully 
incorporated into the project and proven how it would perform. The project also showed me how these strategies could affect the way of life 
and how much time it takes to properly install/implement the system such as radiant floor heating. The UNLV Solar Decathlon House won 
second overall and at the top for teams in the United States.





UNLV DOE Race 2 Zero Competition “Desert Sunrise”

Desert Sunrise is a team project that consists of graduate and undergraduate architecture and engineering students. The objective is 
to design a net-zero site energy home that combines the culture and traditions of the Moapa Band of Paiutes of Southern Nevada with 
contemporary, evidence-based design practices to produce a safe, comfortable and energy efficient home in the heart of the Mojave Desert. 
Our design was driven by several over-arching principles: Efficiency in the use of materials and labor; harvesting the resources of our intense 
desert environment through passive & active solar strategies; high quality and comfort of living; and durability of a home that will uniquely be 
passed down through a tight and proud community.
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